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Festival spotlights Old Town’s multicultural heritage, future
By Maileen Hamto

The Asian Reporter

T
here was always a crowd around

the two Ping-Pong tables in the

middle of N.W. Davis Street

between Third and Fourth Avenue. It was

easy to spot newbies to the sport — those

forced to chase wayward serves that

almost always ended up on the street, far

away from the table. Even when it started

to rain, volunteers simply folded up the

tables and wheeled them into the Chinese

Consolidated Benevolent Association

community hall.

On the next block, the thunder of

Portland Taiko drums was followed by the

Afro-Caribbean beats of Earl and His

Reggae All-Stars. Across the World

Festival Stage, My Brother’s Famous

Bar-BQ served up savory barbecued ribs,

while Mayuri Indian Cuisine drew people

who wanted to spice up their festival

experience with authentic Indian cuisine.

In true multicultural fashion, the second

annual Under the Autumn Moon Festival,

held September 15 and 16, brought

together the diversity of cultures that have

left their imprint on Old Town, and are

helping to shape the future of this dynamic

neighborhood.

Mixing of cultures

Saturday’s festivities began with a

parade that started at N.W. Broadway and

Burnside and made its way back to Old

Town Chinatown. A 25-foot dragon led the

parade, while Darcelle & Co. owners

Darcelle and Roxy LeRoy served as Grand

Marshalls.

The Lee Association presented a Lion

Dance that opened the World Festival

Stage to a weekend of performances. The

lions danced, playfully fought, batted their

eyelashes, and then proceeded to eat

lettuce. “Eating lettuce is a way to spread

good luck to the festival and fortune to the

crowd,” explained coach Terry Lee, who

helps founder Ken Lee, now in his 70s,

train the next generation of lion dancers.

Other performances showcased the

eclectic nature of the Old Town Chinatown

corridor, including acts as unique as

Klezmocracy, a musical combo that mixes

Afro-Hebrew sounds with Latin, jazz, and

klezmer (secular Jewish music with roots

in eastern Europe). Chinese cultural

dances ruled the stage, showcased through

performances by the Portland Chinese

Dance Troupe, the International School,

the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent

Association Art and Culture School,

Families with Children from China Dance

Group, and the Wen Wen Dance Group of

the Jiao Ying Chinese Culture and Art

School.

Beyond dim sum at local restaurants,

festival food featured an interesting mix of

cuisines. The tea garden featured

numerous varietals from Tao of Tea and

traditional Asian pastries by King’s

Bakery. For the first time this year, owner

Eddie Richey brought My Brother’s

Famous Bar-BQ to the festival. Richey has

served Saturday Market for more than 30

years, and said he was excited to see how

many people turned out at the event. “This

is my God-given gift,” he says. “I’ve been at

this business since I was nine years old.”

Creating community

Information-sharing was key to the

participation of a number of organizations

based in or soon to move into Old Town

Chinatown, including Mercy Corps, the

University of Oregon, Sisters of the Road,

and the Oregon College of Oriental

Medicine.

Mercy Corps volunteer Nancy Curtin

was pleased to be at the festival for the

second year in a row, eager to share

awareness about the organization. “I love

talking to people about Mercy Corps. It’s

such a hands-on organization, and does so

much work here and all over the world.”

Mercy Corps is building its new global

headquarters in Old Town, which is

scheduled to open in 2009. In February,

Mercy Corps joined the elite ranks of

organizations and individuals nominated

for the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize.

Dorian Yee, chairman of the newly

formed Old Town Chinatown Business

Association, said he was energized by the

dynamic partnerships being formed

among the organizations based in the

neighborhood. In addition to the trendy

night spots that draw a wide variety of

young crowds to Old Town, the area also is

home to major cultural centers, such as the

Oregon Jewish Museum, the Oregon

Nikkei Legacy Center, the Japanese

American Historical Plaza, and the

neighborhood’s centerpiece, the Portland

Classical Chinese Garden.

“We’re made up of for-profit and

nonprofit businesses, and purposefully by

design,” Yee said. “Many of the social and

human service agencies have been serving

this community for years. The bottom line

is we are all businesses, and the business

association provides a venue for all of us to

get together and discuss issues that are of

concern to all of us.”

According to Yee, the business

association focuses on three major

priorities: marketing the community,

recruiting and retaining businesses, and

becoming the entity that oversees the

N.W. Davis and Flanders Festival Streets.

“It is our hope to get other events here, to

bring more people out to our neighbor-

hood.”

Asian focus

Groups dedicated to Asian issues were

also on hand to share information and

resources. The Asian Health and Service

Center (AHSC) offered activities for

children and adults and shared informa-
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MOON UNIT. The Under the Autumn Moon Festi-

val began with a parade that started at N.W. Broadway

and Burnside and made its way back to Old Town Chi-

natown. A 25-foot dragon led the parade. (AR Photo/

Maileen Hamto)
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tion about the health services they offer.

For the first time this year, the center re-

ceived funding from the Portland Classical

Chinese Garden to run shuttle busses from

AHSC’s southeast building to downtown

Portland, said Christine Lau, program di-

rector.

“We were able to help many seniors who

have no way of getting downtown. We also

provided transportation to many people

who live in the southeast part of town who

have trouble coming here because of

parking,” she said.

The Chinese American Citizens Alliance

(C.A.C.A.) sold lotus moon cakes to benefit

various programs aimed at serving young

Chinese Americans. President Stephen

Ying says the group is most proud of the

leadership and scholarship opportunities

provided to young men and women of

Chinese descent. “We focus on American-

born Chinese. Although they are raised in

America, it’s important that they continue

to be proud of their culture and heritage.

Our goal is to help them develop

self-confidence and learn how to become

leaders,” he said.

In addition to cultural activities, the

C.A.C.A. is focused on engaging youth

through sports — particularly basketball,

said Ying. “Our basketball program has

been running for more than 30 years. We

have teams for both boys and girls. The

kids have fun and have a chance to work

with adult coaches.”

For Yee, who has been involved in

helping shape the Old Town neighborhood

for quite some time, the Under the

Autumn Moon Festival was an important

way to let people know of exciting new

developments in the neighborhood.

He credited the foundation laid by

Gloria Lee, festival chair and executive

director of the Portland Classical Chinese

Garden. “The event has been very well

received. We see a lot of families coming to

historic Chinatown to learn about the

significance of the neighborhood in the

histories of many diverse communities,”

Yee said.

The two-day event drew about 7,500

people. More than 3,600 visited the

Portland Classical Chinese Garden free of

charge on Sunday, said Lee. “We’ve had a

lot of great feedback from visitors and

exhibitors,” she said. “Vendors shared

their appreciation for a well-organized

festival.”

Plans already are under way for next

year’s festivities, and the public is invited

to send suggestions or comments to

<glee@portlandchinesegarden.org>. To

learn more, visit <www.portlandchinese

garden.org> or <www.oldtownchinatown.

biz>.

FESTIVAL FUN. Chinese American Citizens Alliance president Stephen Ying displays his Ping-Pong skills at

one of tables set up at the Under the Autumn Moon Festival. (AR Photo/Maileen Hamto)
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Grand Cherokee SRT8 is quickest,
most powerful Jeep to date

As the first Jeep vehicle to wear the

Street and Racing Technology (SRT)

badge and the first four-wheel-drive

SRT vehicle, the Jeep Grand Cherokee

SRT8 was designed for superlative

performance. And it delivers: It’s the

quickest, most powerful Jeep vehicle

ever created, offering astonishing on-

road and all-weather ability and power.

With a zero-to-60-mph time under five

seconds — in wet or dry conditions —

it’s quicker than competitors such as

Porsche Cayenne Turbo and BMW X5.

Powered by a 6.1-liter HEMI V-8

producing 420 horsepower and 420

lb.-ft. of torque, the 2007 Jeep Grand

Cherokee SRT8 delivers a complete

performance package, with exceptional

ride and handling, world-class braking,

race-inspired interior appointments,

and functional, performance-oriented

exterior enhancements.

Full instrumentation includes a

180-mph (300-kph) speedometer,

tachometer, and temperature gauges,

all trimmed with a blue accent and

located within a carbon-fiber-trimmed

binnacle.

SRT engineers created the first SRT

vehicle with full-time four-wheel drive

by creating a new transfer case. They

used the front half of a Jeep transfer

case, chosen for its capability and light

weight, and mated it to the rear half of a

heavier-duty case, chosen for its

ruggedness and ability to house

electronic full-time, four-wheel-drive

system components.

To learn more, visit <www.jeep.

com>.

Jeep Grand Cherokee

The most dangerous place
for your eyes is at home

The most dangerous place for eyes is the

home. The Consumer Product Safety

Commission says that in 2006 more than

219,000 Americans went to the emergency

room to be treated for eye injuries. Over

half, or 125,127 of those injuries, occurred

in the home, more than any other location.

Prevent Blindness America, a leading

eye health and safety organization,

declared September to be Home Eye Safety

Awareness Month in an effort to encourage

people to make a priority of protecting

their sight.

When chemicals such as household

cleaners, bleach, and paint enter the eye,

they can cause painful and serious

damage. Lawn maintenance can also be

hazardous to eyes as clippings from

trimmers or rocks and debris thrown by

lawnmowers become airborne. And those

working on cars or other machinery in the

garage can suffer injuries when battery

acid, gasoline, and other liquids splash the

face and enter the eyes.

Fortunately, 90 percent of eye injuries

are preventable by simply wearing proper

eye protection. Safety goggles should have

“ANSI Z-87” stamped on the lenses or

frames, meaning they have been certified

by the American National Standards

Institute. After any project, make sure

hands are washed thoroughly before

touching the eyes or face.

“When we perform the same chores or

tasks around the house, week after week,

we can get complacent about how quickly

accidents can happen,” says Daniel D.

Garrett, senior vice president of Prevent

Blindness America. “We all need to take

extra care when we’re at home to protect

our sight and not wind up in the

emergency room.”

Children are also at risk for eye injuries
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JACL holds inaugural gala in nation’s capital
The Japanese American Citizens

League (JACL) held its first National

JACL Gala Awards Dinner this month in

Washington, D.C. The event, with the

theme “A Salute to Champions,” drew

about 310 guests. Actor George Takei,

most famous for his role as Mr. Sulu on

“Star Trek,” served as Master of

Ceremonies.

The awardees for the night, named

“Champions” by the JACL for their

leadership in the Asian Pacific Island

American community, included State

Farm Insurance, Karen Narasaki of the

Asian American Justice Center,

Ambassador Ryozo Kato of Japan, Hawaii

Sen. Daniel K. Inouye, and Idaho Sen.

Larry Craig. Former Transportation

Secretary Norman Mineta joined the event

as the honorary chairman, and introduced

JACL officials and prominent attendees.

“This event really puts JACL back on the

map. People went away feeling good about

themselves and about the JACL,” said

Floyd Mori, JACL National Director. “This

is a credit to all who helped with the

evening and supported a great cause. Our

committee and program participants went

way beyond the call of duty and deserve a

very special thank you.”

Sen. Craig was chosen as an honoree

before his recent notoriety and his

announced resignation from the Senate,

but Mori was quoted in The Hill as saying

that the JACL would not revoke the honor

to the Idaho Republican, who did not

attend the ceremony.

The gala was attended by repre-

sentatives of APA community organiza-

tions, civil-rights leaders, corporate

business sponsors, and staff representing

many members of Congress.

Established in 1929, JACL is the oldest

Asian-American civil-rights organization

in the United States. To learn more, visit

<www.jacl.org>.

MC SULU. Actor George Takei served as Master

of Ceremonies for the Japanese American Citizens

League’s first National JACL Gala Awards Dinner.

Congress approves bill addressing
educational downside of ‘model minority’ myth

Congress recently approved the College

Cost Reduction and Access Act of 2007,

which includes funding to create a higher-

education “Asian American and Pacific

Islander (AAPI) Serving Institution”

designation, similar to those for other

ethnicities. The bill gained momentum

this year when language from an AAPI

serving institution bill introduced by Rep.

David Wu of Oregon was included in the

House student loan bill.

The passage of the bill was hailed by the

National Education Association (NEA),

which says it will help AAPI communities

that have low college-graduation rates.

“Unfortunately, many people have a

stereotypical view of Asian Americans and

Pacific Islanders being ‘model minorities’

and believe they all succeed and have

advanced degrees,” said NEA President

Reg Weaver. “As educators, we know that

is not the case. There are members of this

diverse group who are struggling

academically and view college as a

far-fetched dream. We urge the President

to sign the bill into law and make higher

education a reality for Asian Americans

and Pacific Islanders with limited

resources.”

While some Asian groups are noted for a

high percentage of people holding

advanced degrees, others lag behind the

national average of 24 percent. Around

eight percent of Hmong, 19 percent of

Vietnamese, and 14 percent of Native

Hawaiians and other Pacific Islanders

over age 25 have earned a bachelor’s

degree or more, according to the 2000

Census.

In a statement, the office of Rep. David

Wu said it expected President Bush to sign

the legislation.




